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Hillsborough's first 
Vietnam memorial 
needs your help  
Yvette C. Hammett 

 
TAMPA - More than 35 years after the 
United States pulled out of Vietnam, 
Hillsborough County is slated to get its 
first memorial to the locals who fought 
and died there. 

 

Helicopters and bamboo, brick pavers 
and marble slabs will be incorporated 
into the 6,000 square-foot Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial Plaza, all centered 
around a marble wall that will bear the 
names of the fallen. 

 

Once the memorial is completed, a 
lighted Cobra helicopter will perch along-
side the water at Veterans Memorial 
Park, visible to night traffic along U.S. 
301 North. 

 

To get it done, though, businesses and 
individuals will have to step up with 
money and supplies. 

 

Hillsborough County has allotted $2.5 
million from the Community Investment 
Tax and property tax revenue to reno-
vate the park. But individual committees 
are working to raise money for the me-
morial. 

 

A small committee of Vietnam veterans 
and supporters hopes to have the memo-
rial open to the public by Nov. 11, 2011. 
First, committee members have to round 
up companies willing to donate construc-
tion supplies and labor worth about 
$200,000. 

Hillsborough County Veterans Museum & Park  


